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1. Summary  

 

1.1 This report outlines action taken by the Chair in accordance with the delegations granted to him by 

the Regeneration Committee at its meeting on 19 January 2017.  

 

 

2. Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the action taken by the Chair, Navin Shah AM, under delegated 

authority, following consultation with the Deputy Chairman, namely to agree: 

 

(a) The Committee’s output from its scrutiny review of culture-led regeneration, 

Creative Tensions, optimising the benefits of culture through regeneration. 

 

(b) The arrangements for site visits to the City of London Corporation on 22 February 

2017, Rotherhithe on 12 March 2017, Digital Greenwich on 15 March 2017 and 

Community Fibre on 28 March 2017 in support of the Committee’s scrutiny review of 

broadband and digital connectivity in London. 

 

(c) The Committee’s output from its scrutiny review of broadband and digital 

connectivity in London. 

 

2.2 The Committee notes its report, Creative Tensions, optimising the benefits of culture 

through regeneration, attached at Appendix 1, and the response to the report from the 

London Legacy Development Corporation attached at Appendix 2. 

 

2.3 The Committee notes the summaries of the site visits to the City of London Corporation 

on 22 February 2017 (attached at Appendix 3), Rotherhithe on 12 March 2017 (attached 

at Appendix 4), Digital Greenwich on 15 March 2017 (attached at Appendix 5) and 

Community Fibre on 28 March 2017 (attached at Appendix 6). 

 

 



        

 

 

2.4 The Committee notes its report on broadband and digital connectivity in London, attached 

at Appendix 7. 
 
 

3. Background  
 

 Culture-led Regeneration 

3.1 At its meeting on 12 July 2016, the Regeneration Committee agreed: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chair, to agree any output 

from the Committee’s review of creative placemaking (the scrutiny review was subsequently renamed 

culture-led regeneration). 

 

3.2 At its meeting on 13 October 2016, the Regeneration Committee agreed: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chairman, to agree any 

output from the Regeneration Committee’s review of the Mayor’s Civic Crowdfunding Programme. 

 

3.3 The findings from both meetings where the Committee held discussions with invited guests fed into 

the Committee’s scrutiny review of culture-led regeneration.   

 

Broadband and Digital Connectivity in London 

3.4 At the Regeneration Committee meeting of 19 January 2017, it was resolved: 

 

 That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chairman, to agree the 

arrangements for the site visit relating to broadband and digital connectivity in London on 

7 February 2017. 

 

3.5  At the Regeneration Committee meeting on 1 March 2017, it was resolved: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chairman, to agree the 

arrangements for a site visit to Community Fibre. 

 

3.6  The Committee attended a number of site visits as part of its scrutiny review of broadband and 

digital connectivity in London, as follows: City of London Corporation on 22 February 2017 

(summary attached at Appendix 3); Rotherhithe on 12 March 2017 (summary attached at 

Appendix 4), Digital Greenwich on 15 March 2017 (summary attached at Appendix 5); and 

Community Fibre on 28 March 2017 (summary attached at Appendix 6). 

 

3.7 At the Regeneration Committee meeting of 1 March 2017 it was resolved: 

 

That authority be delegated to the Chair, in consultation with the Deputy Chairman, to agree any 

output from the review of broadband and digital connectivity in London. 

 

 

 

 

 



        

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

Culture-led Regeneration 

4.1 The Committee published its report from its scrutiny review of culture-led regeneration, Creative 

Tensions: Optimising the benefits of culture through regeneration on 7 March 2017.  The report is 

attached at Appendix 1 for Members of the Committee only but may be accessed on the GLA’s 

website here1: 

 

4.2 The Committee is recommended to note its report, Creative Tensions: Optimising the benefits of 

culture through regeneration as attached at Appendix 1. 

 

4.3 The report contained seven recommendations: 

 

Recommendation 1  

As part of his Cultural Infrastructure Plan, the Mayor should commit to collecting and publishing 

data at borough level on existing spaces and venues in London, average rents for artists’ spaces and 

levels of cultural participation.  

 

The Mayor should also encourage local authorities and developers to monitor this information over 

the course of regeneration projects to assess their economic, social and cultural impacts. 

 

Recommendation 2  

The Mayor should publish his plans for Creative Enterprise Zones as soon as possible. The plans 

should include proposals to provide affordable workspace in the long term.  

 

The committee heard grassroots support for an area such as Hackney Wick, which has the biggest 

concentration of artists in Europe, to be a pilot of Creative Enterprise Zones, and the Mayor may 

wish to consider the location for this policy initiative. The committee also heard from that 

community that the viability of the area is threatened by LLDC proposals and it urges the Mayor to 

urgently review the plans for the ‘H16’ bridge and work with the LLDC, Transport for London, the 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets and the local creative community to explore alternatives and 

mitigate potential negative impacts of the demolition of Vittoria Wharf on Hackney Wick and Fish 

Island’s cultural infrastructure.  

 

Recommendation 3 

The Mayor should ensure that new policies in the London Plan help provide suitable workspace in 

the capital. The Mayor should review the live-work policy that has proved to be ineffective in its 

current form and commission further research into ‘affordability’ for cultural enterprises.  

The Mayor should assess the value of the practice of the London Borough of Wandsworth, where 

any scheme providing over 100 dwellings has to enhance the range of arts and cultural opportunities 

in the area by creating a robust Culture Action Plan. 

 

Recommendation 4  

The committee welcomes the Mayor’s commitment to protecting cultural venues across London and 

supports the Mayor’s idea to implement an Agent of Change rule within the London Plan.  

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/creative-tensions 

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications/creative-tensions


        

 

 

Protection measures should apply to a wide range of venues, including grassroots and smaller venues 

across the capital. In his Cultural Infrastructure Plan, the Mayor should identify venues that have 

local significance.  

 

The Mayor should make explicit in his next review of the London Plan that local authorities should 

consult the list of identified venues before assessing the likely impact of new planning applications 

on these venues.  

 

Recommendation 5  

The Mayor should make the Civic Crowdfunding Programme a permanent regeneration programme 

and develop the GLA’s own crowdfunding platform or use a platform that would be cost-free for 

projects seeking support. 

 

Recommendation 6  

In his Cultural Infrastructure Plan, the Mayor should propose a strategy that recognises the cultural 

offer of Outer London and secures it in capital regeneration processes. The Mayor should make 

explicit the opportunities that suburban cultural facilities can offer London as a whole.  

 

Recommendation 7  

The Mayor should award the new London Borough of Culture to the borough that best promotes a 

sustainable vision of culture.  

 

The Mayor should appoint an independent panel of experts from London’s cultural and creative 

scene to award the London Borough of Culture every two years to give more time to boroughs to 

develop their bids and learn from previous events.  

 

The bids should be evaluated against the following criteria:  

• Success and evaluation of past cultural programmes  

• Protection of existing cultural heritage and facilities  

• Promotion of local artistic production  

• Protection and creation of affordable artistic workspace  

• Community engagement and sustainable capacity-building  

• Long-term vision for an inclusive cultural strategy 

 

4.4 On 10 March 2017, David Goldstone CBE, Chief Executive of the London Legacy Development 

Corporation (LLDC) wrote to the Chair in response to the Committee’s report.  In the letter 

Mr Goldstone commented on recommendation 2 and expressed his disappointment at the 

Committee urging the Mayor to review the plans for the “H16” bridge.  The letter also states that 

the LLDC remains supportive of the Committee’s proposal for Hackney Wick to be a Creative 

Enterprise Zone pilot. 

 

4.5 The letter is attached at Appendix 2 for Members for noting, and may be accessed on the GLA’s 

website here2:  

 

 
 

                                                 
2 https://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=6300&Ver=4 

https://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=303&MId=6300&Ver=4%20


        

 

 

 

Broadband and Digital Connectivity in London 

4.6  The Committee is recommended to note the summaries of the site visits, which were undertaken in 

support of its scrutiny review of broadband and digital connectivity in London, as attached at 

Appendices 3 to 6 of this report. 

 

4.7 On 29 June 2017, the Committee published its report from its scrutiny review of broadband and 

digital connectivity in London.  The report is attached at Appendix 7 for Members of the 

Committee only but can be accessed on the GLA’s website here3. 

 

4.8 The Regeneration Committee took evidence from London residents, local authorities, businesses and 

internet providers to understand what is needed, in terms of digital connectivity, for London to 

remain an inclusive and attractive place to live and do business.  The report collates these views into 

a set of priorities that should shape a new digital strategy and the action of the future Chief Digital 

Officer (CDO) to be appointed by the Mayor.  The Committee recommends that the CDO adopts the 

following checklist to help move London towards becoming one of the most digitally connected 

cities in Europe:   

 The CDO must support Londoners to make well-informed decisions with regards to their 

connectivity needs. 

 The CDO must also support Londoners to develop and enhance their digital skills. 

 The CDO and the GLA must work with boroughs to remove the current administrative and 

planning barriers to enhanced digital connectivity. 

 The CDO must also encourage bodies such as Transport for London to grant providers access 

to the ducts they own.  

 The CDO must provide leadership to the public and private sectors and initiate partnerships to 

tackle ‘not-spots’ and ‘digital deserts’ across London. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1  There are no financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report:  

 

Appendix 1 - Creative Tensions, optimising the benefits of culture through regeneration. 

 

Appendix 2 – Letter from the LLDC dated 10 March 2017. 

                                                 
3 https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications?order=DESC 

https://www.london.gov.uk/about-us/london-assembly/london-assembly-publications?order=DESC


        

 

 

 

Appendix 3 – Summary of site visit to the City of London Corporation. 

 

Appendix 4 – Summary of site visit to Rotherhithe. 

 

Appendix 5 – Summary of site visit to Digital Greenwich. 

 

Appendix 6 – Summary of site visit to Community Fibre. 

 

Appendix 7 – The Committee’s report, Digital connectivity in London. 

 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers:  

Member Delegated Authority Forms 738 (culture-led regeneration output), 794 (broadband and digital 

connectivity in London output), 795 and 780 (site visits). 

 

Contact Officer: Teresa Young, Senior Committee Officer 

Telephone: 020 7983 6559 

Email: teresa.young@london.gov.uk 
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